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December 2020 

 
Greetings Families, 
Our Winter Wonderland PBIS reward 
last week was amazing! We enjoyed 
the time creating crafts and decorating 
our building. Thanks to the Student 
Council, we also enjoyed a “Melted 
Snowman” (bottle of water) and a mini 
candy cane. Mrs. Holcomb played 
music over the PA as we worked. It 
was a wonderful celebration of good 
choices. See some of our beautiful 
creations→ 
 
Do you have a Twitter account? 
Follow us @downsvillees for photos of 
school events. We are missing having 
parents and volunteers in the building, 
and Twitter is a great way to keep up. 
Many teachers post items too!  
 
Mrs. Pederson comes to classrooms 
for guidance lessons every other 
week. She has taught lessons on 
bullying, conflict resolution, resiliency, and gratitude. The teachers supplement this when they 
teach the Second Steps curriculum on Fridays. All of these things together are considered SEL, 
which stands for Social Emotional Learning. It is a focus at our school and in our district, as part of 
the strategic plan. These lessons help to give the children skills and tools to use their whole life. 
 
Thanks to Mrs. Holcomb and Mrs. Arnold for hosting Storytime in Cyberspace. It was a big success 
with 21 students participating. We’re hopeful to be able to offer more family engagement activities 
yet this year virtually. We have to find creative ways to be together since we can’t gather in person 
like in the past.  
 
Quarantines and absences are frequent this year due to COVID. When this happens to your family, 
please make every effort to keep your child connected to their teacher and class through Seesaw 
(K-2) or Google Classroom (3-5). This is especially important for extended absences. If you find 
yourself with kids home for an extended period of time, contact your child’s teacher to come and 
pick up their chromebook to stay connected.  
 
Mrs. Drout 
 



 

 

 
Important Dates 

 
Each month we will let you know some of the important upcoming dates at Downsville 

  
                                       December 17 - Bridging Brighter Smiles  

                       December 18 - DRESS UP DAY! “Long Winters Nap”  

                                                   Cozy Sleepwear/PJ’s 

                       December 21 - DRESS UP DAY! “Winter Wonderland Whiteout” 

                                                  Dress in ALL white! 

                       December 22 - DRESS UP DAY! “Santa and His Helpers” 

                                                   ANY Festive Attire! 

                        December 21 -PTC Meeting - Virtual @ 5:30 p.m. 
                        December 23 - January 3 - NO SCHOOL -  WINTER BREAK! 
  
                        January 4 - First Day Back!   
 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

Here’s What’s Happening!   
 

GUIDANCE: Hello Downsville families! 

I am Mrs. Pederson, the school counselor at Downsville and 

Knapp Elementary Schools. This is my first year as a school 

counselor, but I have many years of experience working with 

kids. I grew up in Minnesota on a hobby farm and have spent my 

adult life living in St. Cloud, Minnesota. I moved to Wisconsin 

after getting this job and have been enjoying the beautiful hills 

in this area.  
 

As a school counselor I meet with students individually, facilitate small groups, 

and teach classroom guidance lessons. During the first portion of this year I 

have taught guidance lessons on what a school counselor is, zones of regulation, 

bullying prevention, empathy, conflict resolution, resilience, and will wrap up 

December focusing on gratitude.  
 

If you have any concerns about your students' Social and Emotional Learning 

(SEL), academic skills, or career readiness knowledge and skills please feel free 

to contact me or your students' teachers.  

 

Rebecca Pederson 

rebecca_pederson@msd.k12.wi.us 

715-664-8546 ext 81103 
Hello Downsville Elementary families!  
 

As outside temperatures go down, our thermostats go up. This can pose a 

financial burden to families during the long, cold months of fall and winter. If 

you find yourself in a tight spot and could use assistance, the Wisconsin Home 

Energy Assistance Program may be an option for you. To learn more, go to 

www.homeenergyplus.wi.gov or call Dunn County Human Services at (715) 

232-1116. 
 

Also with this weather, it is important for students to dress with the Big 5: 

Coat, snow pants, hat, mittens, and boots. If you are struggling 

to get these items for your student(s), please reach out to me 

at (715) 232-3798, Ext. 50103 or 

shanda_henning@msd.k12.wi.us. I will do my best to connect 

you with resources to meet this need! 

  

Happy December! 
 

Shanda Henning, School Social Worker 

http://www.homeenergyplus.wi.gov/


 

 

Kindergarten:  Dear Families, In the month of November, as a part of 

our Social Studies Curriculum, we learned about the Past and how it is the same 

and different from Today.  We had fun dressing up like pioneer children, 

playing games, reading books, exploring old tools, making butter, using items 

from an old school house, and going on virtual field trips to watch life from the 

past.   

In December, we are studying Families during our Social Studies time.  We are 

learning that all families are different.  The children are working on drawing, 

and making a book about their family.  We are also acting out chores and fun 

activities that families do together.  

Happy 

Holidays!  

Mrs. Fiege 

and the 

Kinder Kids 

 
 
 
 
 
 
First Grade:  We are in full holiday mode in first grade!  Crafting, reading 

and learning about 

everything in winter!  Elves, 

Snowman, Santa, Reindeer, 

Jingle Bells, Gingerbread 

-men, Pine trees you name 

it, we've covered it!  We 

are also enjoying Christmas 

music during reading and 

writing time (it helps us stay 

focused) and some fun 

winter decorations in our 

room!  We are excited to be 

wrapping up many of our 

curriculum units (Reading, 

Writing, Phonics and Math) 

and will be starting fresh units in January when we return from the Holiday 

Break!                 Love: Mrs. Gully's 1st Grade Friends   



 

 

Second Grade: Hello Families!  

Our second grade classroom is gearing up for our winter 

break with some fun activities planned as we near the 

end of the calendar year. In reading we are starting to 

read through chapter books while reading longer and in 

writing we are nearing the end of our non-fiction book 

unit. In math we are beginning to add and subtract two 

and three digit numbers using different strategies. For 

science we are beginning to talk about forms of matter 

and are looking first at solids and liquids using hands-on 

activities. Finally in Social Studies we are talking about 

"Our Country" by learning about American presidents 

and our government. While we will be doing some fun 

winter activities in class and bringing home some 

handmade crafts, our class will not be having a traditional class party with food 

and drink brought in. Thank you for all your hard work at home and I hope you 

all have a wonderful time with your family this holiday season! 

Mr. Voss   

Third Grade:  Hello families!  

It is hard to believe it is almost time for winter 

break! Students are working towards improving their 

social skills such as, following directions the first 

time and respectfully listening to others. We 

recently began a science unit titled, Motion and 

Matter. Students will be engineers, explore forces 

and mixtures. Math continues to focus on 

multiplication and division facts. Our nonfiction units 

will be completed soon, so look forward to hearing 

about new reading and writing topics! I hope you 

have a restful and joyful holiday season! 

 

Ms. Repinski 

 

   



 

 

Fourth Grade:  Hello Families! 
 
   The Fourth Graders have been busy learning how to be great nonfiction 

readers and writers. In reading they are learning how to gather information on 

topics and people that interest them. In writing, they are learning how to write 

convincing opinion pieces by reviewing their favorite places to visit, restaurants, 

games, and more. 

    In math, the students were nervous about beginning multi-digit division, but 

now they are excited about learning different ways to divide multi-digit 

numbers.  They are doing great with using 

the long division standard algorithm as well as 

using an area model to divide. 

    In Social Studies the students are 

learning about the Native American tribes 

that make Wisconsin their home.  We are 

enjoying learning about the Ojibwe culture by 

reading the book, The Birchbark House, 
which is set in Wisconsin. 

    We are excited to learn more about our 

class calf, Peanut.  Peanut was born on 

September 29.  She weighed 90 pounds and 

lives on the Creamery Creek Holstein farm in Bangor, Wisconsin. 

Mrs. Anderson 

Fifth Grade:  The 5th graders have been working very hard this month. 

We are becoming pros at long division.  We also learned how to find the main 

idea of a nonfiction story and wrote our own nonfiction stories.   Finally, we 

learned about mixtures and how to separate different types of mixtures. 

We've been very busy, but we still found time to spread some holiday cheer. 

Our class worked very hard to get the 5th grade hallway decorated.  We made 

snowflakes, 

santa hats, 

and paper 

chains.  The 

students are 

happy to 

spread holiday 

cheer to the 

entire school. 

   

 



 

 

  



 

 

The PTC is very excited to have families of the Downsville Tigers show their school 
pride with our apparel options.   They have heather gray t-shirts,long sleeve shirts, 

hooded pullover sweatshirts and beanie hats with our logo 
screen printed on them (beanies are embroidered).  
                                       T-Shirts $10.00 

Long Sleeve Shirts $15.00 
Hooded Pullover Sweatshirt $25.00 

Beanie Hat $10.00 
                                            Get your gear today!  

ORDER FORMS ON BACK OF NEWSLETTER! 
Sorry!  At this time no adult sizes over XL are available! 

 

 

 

Holcomb Highlights...  
Would you like to spend more time together with your family? Do you want your kids 

to build their math & reading skills? Then don’t forget the power of... 

BOOKS and GAMES. 

  

I would also like to encourage the GIFT of family time 

together, to help your child practice & build math & reading 

skills.   

  

 

With Downsville Students In Mind, 

Mrs. Holcomb 

Dn Title 1/Interventionist 

 
 
 

***Your child will be bringing home a free book before our holiday break to read and enjoy from our 
fabulous Downsville PTC.  



 

 

Kindergarten - 2nd Grade 

 



 

 

3rd Grade - 5th Grade 
 

 



 

 



 

  



 

 
 



 

  


